Top Ten Sights: Moscow by Malinda Lo

As an acclaimed author who has spent time living in Moscow, | have had
the privilege of experiencing firsthand the captivating charm that this city
holds. From its iconic landmarks to its hidden gems, Moscow offers a rich
tapestry of history, architectural grandeur, and vibrant culture. In this guide,
| share with you my top ten must-see sights that embody the essence of
Russia's captivating capital.

1. Red Square and the Kremlin

An iconic symbol of Moscow, Red Square is a vast cobblestone plaza
surrounded by some of the city's most important landmarks. The
centerpiece of the square is the Kremlin, a fortified complex that has served
as the seat of Russian power for centuries. Within the Kremlin walls, you
can explore historic cathedrals, admire the grandeur of the Grand Kremlin
Palace, and marvel at the opulence of the Armory Chamber.
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2. St. Basil's Cathedral

One of the most recognizable buildings in the world, St. Basil's Cathedral is
a masterpiece of Russian architecture. Its colorful onion domes and
intricate facades make it a sight to behold. Step inside to discover a
labyrinth of chapels and marvel at the stunning frescoes that adorn its
walls.
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3. The State Tretyakov Gallery

Housing one of the world's finest collections of Russian art, the State
Tretyakov Gallery is a must-visit for art enthusiasts. From medieval icons to
avant-garde masterpieces, the gallery offers a comprehensive overview of
Russian art history. Don't miss the works of renowned artists such as llya
Repin, Ivan Aivazovsky, and Wassily Kandinsky.
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4. Gorky Park

A sprawling green oasis in the heart of Moscow, Gorky Park is a popular
spot for locals and tourists alike. With its lush gardens, amusement rides,
and open-air concerts, the park offers something for everyone. Take a stroll

along the Moskva River, admire the views of the city skyline, or rent a boat
to explore the park's scenic waterways.
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5. The Moscow Metro

More than just a mode of transportation, the Moscow Metro is a
subterranean marvel. With its opulent stations adorned with marble,
mosaics, and chandeliers, the metro is a must-see for anyone interested in
architecture and design. Take a ride on the Circle Line to see some of the
most impressive stations, including Komsomolskaya, Novoslobodskaya,
and Kievskaya.
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6. The Bolshoi Theatre

One of the world's leading opera and ballet companies, the Bolshoi Theatre
is renowned for its artistic excellence. Its historic stage has hosted
countless legendary performances, including premieres by Tchaikovsky
and Prokofiev. Take a guided tour to learn about the theatre's rich history
and architecture.
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7. VDNKh

VDNKh is a vast exhibition complex that showcases the achievements of
the Soviet Union and modern Russia. With its iconic pavilions, towering
monuments, and lush gardens, VDNKh is a popular spot for both locals and
tourists. Don't miss the Cosmos Pavilion, which features a replica of the
Sputnik satellite.
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8. The TSUM Department Store

A shopper's paradise, the TSUM Department Store is one of the largest
and most luxurious in Russia. With its elegant interiors and wide selection
of designer goods, TSUM is a great place to find unique souvenirs and
indulge in some retail therapy.
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9. The Museum of Soviet Arcade Machines

For a dose of nostalgia, visit the Museum of Soviet Arcade Machines. This
quirky museum houses a collection of over 50 classic arcade games from
the Soviet era. Play your favorite games or simply admire the retro designs
and graphics.
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10. The Moscow Zoo

Home to over 5,000 animals from around the world, the Moscow Zoo is a
popular attraction for families and animal lovers alike. With its spacious
enclosures and interactive exhibits, the zoo provides a fun and educational
experience for visitors of all ages.
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Moscow is a city that offers a wealth of sights and experiences for visitors.
From iconic landmarks to hidden gems, there is something to discover
around every corner. Whether you are interested in history, art, culture, or
simply experiencing the vibrant atmosphere of a bustling metropolis,
Moscow has something to offer everyone. | hope this guide has inspired
you to plan your own unforgettable journey to Russia's captivating capital.
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