
The Ultimate Fender Stratocaster Wiring
Guide: A Comprehensive Guide to Wiring Your
Strat
The Fender Stratocaster is one of the most popular electric guitars in the
world, and for good reason. It's a versatile instrument that can be used for a
wide range of genres, from country to rock to blues. And while the
Stratocaster is a relatively simple guitar to play, wiring it can be a bit of a
challenge, especially if you're not familiar with electrical work.
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That's where this guide comes in. In this article, we'll provide you with all
the information you need to wire your Fender Stratocaster, from the basic
wiring diagram to more advanced modifications. We'll also provide you with
some troubleshooting tips in case you run into any problems.
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Basic Wiring Diagram

The basic wiring diagram for a Fender Stratocaster is shown below.

As you can see, the diagram is relatively simple. The pickups are
connected to the switch, which is then connected to the volume and tone
pots. The output jack is connected to the volume pot.

Pickup Wiring

The pickups are the heart of your Stratocaster, so it's important to wire
them correctly. The three pickups are connected to the switch in a parallel
circuit. This means that the signal from each pickup is sent to the switch,
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and then the switch selects which pickup (or combination of pickups) is
sent to the output jack.

The pickup wires are color-coded. The black wire is the ground wire, the
white wire is the hot wire, and the green wire is the shield wire. The ground
wire is connected to the back of the volume pot, the hot wire is connected
to the switch, and the shield wire is connected to the ground lug on the
output jack.

Switch Wiring

The switch on a Stratocaster is a 5-way switch. This means that it has five
positions, each of which selects a different combination of pickups. The
switch positions are as follows:

1. Position 1: Bridge pickup only

2. Position 2: Bridge and middle pickups

3. Position 3: Middle pickup only

4. Position 4: Middle and neck pickups

5. Position 5: Neck pickup only

The switch is connected to the pickups and the volume pot. The switch is
also connected to the ground lug on the output jack.

Volume and Tone Pots

The volume and tone pots control the volume and tone of the guitar. The
volume pot is connected to the output jack, and the tone pot is connected



to the switch. The pots are also connected to the ground lug on the output
jack.

Output Jack

The output jack is where the guitar cable is plugged in. The output jack is
connected to the volume pot and the ground lug on the output jack.

Troubleshooting

If you're having trouble wiring your Stratocaster, here are a few
troubleshooting tips:

Check your connections. Make sure that all of the wires are securely
connected to the pots, switch, and output jack.

Test your pickups. Make sure that each pickup is working properly by
connecting it directly to the output jack.

Test your switch. Make sure that the switch is working properly by
connecting it to the pickups and the volume pot.

Test your pots. Make sure that the pots are working properly by
connecting them to the switch and the output jack.

If you're still having trouble, you can take your guitar to a qualified
guitar technician for help.

Wiring a Fender Stratocaster can be a bit of a challenge, but it's not
impossible. By following the steps in this guide, you can wire your Strat
yourself and save yourself some money. And if you run into any problems,
don't hesitate to seek help from a qualified guitar technician.
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