
The Reivers: A Timeless Adventure by William
Faulkner

William Faulkner's "The Reivers" is a captivating novel of adventure,
humor, and social commentary. Set in 1905 Mississippi, it follows the
unlikely friendship between an 11-year-old boy, Lucius Priest, and a wily old
horse trader, Boon Hogganbeck. Together, they embark on a thrilling quest
to retrieve a stolen automobile, the prestigious Winton Flyer.

Plot Summary

Lucius Priest, a precocious and curious young boy, is fascinated by the
Winton Flyer, a symbol of wealth and modernity. When it is stolen from the
town's richest family, Lucius becomes obsessed with finding it. He enlists
the help of Boon Hogganbeck, a crusty but lovable horse trader with a
knack for storytelling and a shady past.
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Their journey takes them through the countryside, where they encounter an
eclectic cast of characters, including a ruthless outlaw, a beautiful young
woman, and a corrupt sheriff. Along the way, Lucius learns valuable
lessons about life, friendship, and the complexities of the human heart.

Themes

"The Reivers" explores a multitude of themes that are still relevant today,
including:

The Loss of Innocence: Lucius's journey represents the transition
from childhood to adulthood and the inevitable loss of innocence that
comes with it.

The Importance of Friendship: The bond between Lucius and Boon
is a testament to the power of friendship, which can overcome
obstacles and provide solace in the face of adversity.

Social Inequality: Faulkner paints a vivid portrait of the social divide in
the pre-Civil Rights South, highlighting the stark differences between
the wealthy and the poor.

The Role of Storytelling: Boon's constant storytelling serves as a
reflection on the power of the past and the importance of preserving
our stories.

Characters

Lucius Priest: A precocious and imaginative 11-year-old boy who is
drawn into a world of adventure and danger.



Boon Hogganbeck: A wily and enigmatic horse trader with a
penchant for storytelling and a shady past.

Butch Lovemaiden: A ruthless outlaw with a score to settle with Boon.

Corrie McCallum: A beautiful young woman who becomes involved in
Lucius and Boon's quest.

Ned McCaslin: The corrupt sheriff who tries to thwart their efforts.

Setting

"The Reivers" is set in 1905 Mississippi, a time of social upheaval and
technological change. Faulkner's vivid descriptions of the countryside,
towns, and people bring the setting to life and create a sense of
authenticity.

Literary Style

Faulkner's writing in "The Reivers" is characterized by its lyrical prose,
complex characters, and rich use of symbolism. His ability to capture the
nuances of human nature and the complexities of the human condition
makes the novel both entertaining and thought-provoking.

Critical Reception

"The Reivers" was a critical and commercial success upon its publication in
1962. It won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and the National Book Award for
Fiction. Critics praised Faulkner's storytelling prowess, his vivid characters,
and his insightful exploration of universal themes.

Adaptations



"The Reivers" has been adapted into several films and television shows.
The most notable adaptations include:

A 1969 film starring Steve McQueen as Boon Hogganbeck and Rupert
Crosse as Lucius Priest.

A 1984 television miniseries starring Tommy Lee Jones as Boon
Hogganbeck and Will Sampson as Lucius Priest.

Legacy

"The Reivers" is considered one of Faulkner's most accessible and
enjoyable novels. It is a timeless tale of adventure, friendship, and
humanity that continues to captivate readers today. The novel's themes and
characters have had a lasting impact on American literature and culture.

William Faulkner's "The Reivers" is a literary masterpiece that transports
readers to another time and place. Its engaging plot, memorable
characters, and insightful exploration of universal themes make it a must-
read for fans of American literature and anyone who enjoys a good
adventure.
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