
The Definitive Examination of Music from
"The Elder": Kiss' Cult Classic Concept

In the annals of rock history, few albums have been as polarizing as Kiss'
1981 concept album, "The Elder." Upon its release, the album was met with
widespread critical derision, with many critics dismissing it as a pretentious
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and misguided attempt at a Broadway musical. However, in the years since
its release, "The Elder" has gradually gained a cult following among fans
who appreciate its unique blend of hard rock, progressive rock, and
theatrical bombast.
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Today, "The Elder" is widely regarded as one of the most ambitious and
experimental albums in Kiss' catalog. The album's music is complex and
challenging, and its lyrics are full of allegory and symbolism. It is a far cry
from the straightforward rock anthems that made Kiss one of the biggest
bands in the world in the 1970s.

In this article, we will take a closer look at the music of "The Elder,"
examining its composition, instrumentation, and lyrical content. We will also
explore the album's troubled production history and its eventual critical and
commercial reception.

Background
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https://annotation.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlcwUDBvWmdnK2pMUFdCeGpYRFdnc05FNEZaazRUSFVKeW1aMm42VzdVNjhBZUo1cmJvdm5KNUtyUm5FV2JHXC9JbGVtUWREb2Q5YW11K0l6QW1VN0t4MGQySXBORWRYXC9HUUJnVlhDcUxmMm5zbnpMek8rYkZSeHZyMDdoV1EyYXdGa2FMeTR0TldVUVwvU1lEYno3R0ZkRXJYT2N4bXJVMWRUZEppVFhCblZqbU5pTTBhZTNOZnJ2SGcxVGpEM251ZUJPVVdcLzI3Wk5sSFRXQzFCcUtOSjkrejdEMVJkNStzUHZ3YlVGU2JEVUswPSIsIml2IjoiZjA3YTUzZDNiNGNhYTc4ZTg2YjE2MmI0NTJlMjgwYTYiLCJzIjoiZTMwMDQ2ZWE3ZTI1M2QzNCJ9
https://annotation.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ik9BbUVyNkNGQTN1N2YyUzc3R1pMc3c4Rm5xM2hIXC9tTWVONUNRcnR3UlM2dHNOUHVZakFOZnhlbUUxcUE4b0lVaDFjMkRnRGg4ZFk1Tnk5N2NFdXhkUU5UaU1RaEdVMkJOd0VSZXR4TWdcL01pTXRPMDhLQitJQmZmdFdDT0I3TUNybDg2bmxlTVNzb0FtRnNPSFQrMENrU3RzNkhPOVhYdm1UUDkzbmNOenM2STNjWlpEZFN5bUVCeVJlMjF4aW5zTFprMEozTllQXC9yS21DNnl5UEtjbm9DbUpIcDE0SHZRNzdkVmx0Y0JKRnM9IiwiaXYiOiIyNjNjZjQ5ZmNkZDQ3NzI4YzQ1OTFjMzA2ZTk0OWFlOSIsInMiOiIzYmY4Y2M1NDExM2NlZDM5In0%3D
https://annotation.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjRMTlR5RlRVVzNKS1RwaHExTEZ2TmdmckN1alwvNUM4N3FiZ3J4c0lcL2pzaUQ0dVZsMDA3Yzg5aGtcL3AzT0JQUUJpSUhhcllxVmdETklZSmZHcXA5aUtoUHNrRVNjWDhQb2JrYURySWpJTVZMZTZZTTJ0WkROOVFIempmSXB5dHZvcGVzamFrUDcxT3VXRndYeFFRTUFPWTZHSkZSWDVvTWc5MTEwOGVKMWtTODgzK01XbWU2N2N5VkkyQ0g5VUZxSmF4WGgra0l6ZytiSkVsVEh1UlVtdCtEVU9sN2FoZEhKVlhMTUZDZjQyMVE9IiwiaXYiOiIyYzU0NGZmODI3ZTI5NDJlYmI2ZjA0NmZjZjRhMGNlYiIsInMiOiIwY2QwODJkYTljY2VlYTVhIn0%3D


"The Elder" was the brainchild of Kiss bassist Gene Simmons. Simmons
had long been a fan of classical music and Broadway musicals, and he
wanted to create an album that would combine the best elements of both
genres. He enlisted the help of songwriter Bob Ezrin, who had previously
worked with Kiss on their 1976 album, "Destroyer."

Ezrin and Simmons spent months developing the concept for "The Elder."
They wanted to create a story-driven album that would follow the journey of
a young boy named "The Elder" as he seeks to save his kingdom from an
evil sorcerer. The album's music would be a mix of hard rock, progressive
rock, and classical music, and its lyrics would be full of allegory and
symbolism.

Composition

The music of "The Elder" is complex and challenging. The songs are full of
odd time signatures, unusual chord progressions, and intricate harmonies.
The band's performance is also top-notch, with each member contributing
their own unique talents to the album's sound.

Paul Stanley's vocals are particularly impressive on "The Elder." He sings
with a wide range of emotions, from the soaring highs of "The Oath" to the
whispered vulnerability of "Mr. Blackwell." Ace Frehley's guitar playing is
also excellent, and he contributes several memorable solos to the album.
Gene Simmons' bass playing is solid and supportive, and he also provides
some of the album's most memorable vocals on the song "The Demon."

Peter Criss' drumming is surprisingly understated on "The Elder." He
doesn't play any flashy fills or solos, but he provides a solid foundation for



the band's sound. His drumming is particularly effective on the album's
ballads, such as "I" and "A World Without Heroes."

Instrumentation

In addition to the traditional rock instruments, "The Elder" also features a
wide range of orchestral instruments, including strings, horns, and
woodwinds. These instruments are used to create a lush and atmospheric
sound that complements the band's hard rock sound.

The album's use of orchestral instruments is particularly effective on the
songs "The Oath" and "Escape from the Island." The strings and horns on
"The Oath" create a sense of grandeur and majesty, while the woodwinds
on "Escape from the Island" provide a sense of mystery and suspense.

Lyrical Content

The lyrics of "The Elder" are full of allegory and symbolism. The album's
story follows the journey of a young boy named "The Elder" as he seeks to
save his kingdom from an evil sorcerer. However, the album's lyrics can
also be interpreted on a more personal level, as a metaphor for the struggle
between good and evil within each of us.

The album's title track, "The Elder," is a powerful ballad that sets the stage
for the album's story. The song tells the story of a young boy who is chosen
to be the leader of his people. He must overcome many challenges to fulfill
his destiny, but he is ultimately successful in his quest.

The song "A World Without Heroes" is a moving ballad about the need for
heroes in the world. The song's lyrics are simple and straightforward, but
they are delivered with a sincerity that is both powerful and moving.



The song "I" is a powerful rock anthem that celebrates the individual. The
song's lyrics are full of self-affirmation and determination. The song is a
reminder that we are all capable of great things, if we only believe in
ourselves.

Production

The production of "The Elder" was troubled from the start. The album was
originally scheduled to be released in 1980, but it was delayed several
times due to creative differences between the band and their label,
Casablanca Records.

The band was also unhappy with the album's producer, Bob Ezrin. Ezrin
had a reputation for being a perfectionist, and he spent a lot of time
experimenting with different sounds and arrangements. This led to the
album's long and expensive production schedule.

In the end, "The Elder" was released in November 1981. The album was a
commercial failure, and it received negative reviews from most critics. The
band was so disappointed with the album's reception that they decided to
fire Ezrin and abandon their plans for a follow-up album.

However, in the years since its release, "The Elder" has gradually gained a
cult following among fans who appreciate its unique blend of hard rock,
progressive rock, and theatrical bombast. The album is now considered to
be one of the most important and influential albums in Kiss' catalog.

Reception

"The Elder" was a commercial failure upon its release. The album peaked
at number 75 on the Billboard 200 chart, and it sold only about 1 million



copies worldwide. The album's poor sales led Casablanca Records to drop
Kiss from their label.

The album was also met with negative reviews from most critics. Many
critics dismissed the album as a pretentious and misguided attempt at a
Broadway musical. The album's complex music and obscure lyrics were
also criticized by some critics.

However, some critics praised the album's ambition and originality. The
album's complex music and lyrical content were seen as a refreshing
change from the straightforward rock anthems that Kiss had become
known for.

In the years since its release, "The Elder" has gradually gained a cult
following among fans who appreciate its unique blend of hard rock,
progressive rock, and theatrical bombast. The album is now considered to
be one of the most important and influential albums in Kiss' catalog.

Legacy

"The Elder" is a complex and challenging album that has divided critics and
fans alike. However, there is no denying the album's ambition and
originality. "The Elder" is a bold and unique statement from a band that was
at the peak of their powers.

The album's complex music and lyrical content have influenced a
generation of musicians. Bands such as Dream Theater, Symphony X, and
Ayreon have all cited "The Elder" as an inspiration.



"The Elder" is a challenging album, but it is also a rewarding one. The
album's complex music and lyrical content are sure to engage and
challenge listeners. If you are a fan of hard rock, progressive rock, or
theatrical bombast, then you owe it to yourself to give "The Elder" a listen.

"The Elder" is a unique and challenging album that has divided critics and
fans alike. However, there is no denying the album's ambition and
originality. "The Elder" is a bold and unique statement from a band that was
at the peak of their powers.

The album's complex music and lyrical content have influenced a
generation of musicians. "The Elder" is a challenging album, but it is also a
rewarding one. If you are a fan of hard rock, progressive rock, or theatrical
bombast, then you owe it to yourself to give "The Elder" a listen.
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Your Mental Health and Wellness in the Post-
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Thriving in the New Normal
The COVID-19 pandemic has left an undeniable mark on our collective
mental health. The unprecedented stress, isolation, and uncertainty of
the past few...

The Music of Hope, Dreams, and Happy
Endings: Five-Finger Piano for the Soul
In the realm of beautiful music, there exists a captivating style that
transcends the boundaries of technical brilliance and speaks directly to
the human spirit. Five-finger...
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