
The Case of the Disappearing Songju Ma
Daemicke: A Journey into Ancient Korea's
Musical Mysteries
: Uncovering the Lost Sounds of Silla

In the heart of Gyeongju, the ancient capital of the Silla Kingdom (57 B.C.E.
- 935 C.E.),lies a fascinating tale of musical intrigue and archaeological
wonder. It is a tale that revolves around the enigmatic Songju Ma
Daemicke, a musical instrument that has captured the imagination of
historians and musicians alike.

The Silla Kingdom, renowned for its cultural sophistication and artistic
achievements, left behind a rich legacy of music and dance. Among its
most prized possessions was the Songju Ma Daemicke, a stringed
instrument that was believed to possess extraordinary powers. Legend has
it that the instrument could summon spirits, heal the sick, and even predict
the future.
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The existence of the Songju Ma Daemicke was first documented in the
"Samguk Sagi," a historical chronicle of the Three Kingdoms of Korea,
compiled in the 12th century. According to the chronicle, the instrument was
discovered in the tomb of King Michu, the 24th ruler of Silla, who reigned
from 55–112 C.E.

Archaeological excavations conducted in the 1970s uncovered fragments
of the Songju Ma Daemicke in Silla Park, a historical site located near
Gyeongju. These fragments, including sections of the soundboard and a
wooden bridge, provided valuable insights into the instrument's
construction and design.

However, the complete instrument remained elusive. Despite extensive
searches, no intact Songju Ma Daemicke has ever been found, leaving its
true appearance and sound a mystery shrouded in time.

The Legacy of the Songju Ma Daemicke: Inspiration and Enigma

Despite its physical absence, the Songju Ma Daemicke has continued to
captivate the minds of those who encounter its legend. Its enigmatic nature
has inspired countless works of art, literature, and music, keeping its
memory alive in the cultural consciousness of Korea.

In contemporary times, the search for the Songju Ma Daemicke has
become a symbol of the quest for lost knowledge and the preservation of
cultural heritage. Scholars and enthusiasts continue to pore over historical
texts and conduct archaeological investigations, hoping to uncover the
secrets that the instrument holds.

Gyeongju National Museum: Home to the Songju Ma Daemicke
Fragments



The Gyeongju National Museum houses the precious fragments of the
Songju Ma Daemicke, offering visitors a glimpse into the instrument's
enigmatic past. Alongside the fragments, the museum displays replicas and
multimedia presentations that provide a comprehensive overview of the
instrument's history and significance.

Silla Park: The Archaeological Site of Discovery

Silla Park is the archaeological site where the Songju Ma Daemicke
fragments were discovered. Located in the vicinity of Gyeongju, the park is
a treasure trove of Silla artifacts, including royal tombs, temple ruins, and
other historical remains. Visitors can explore the site and learn about the
Silla Kingdom's rich cultural heritage, including the tantalizing mystery of
the Songju Ma Daemicke.

Bulguksa Temple: A Haven of Spiritual and Artistic Harmony

Bulguksa Temple, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is another important
landmark connected to the Songju Ma Daemicke. Legend has it that the
instrument was used in temple ceremonies and rituals, lending its ethereal
sounds to the sacred atmosphere. Visitors to Bulguksa Temple can
immerse themselves in the beauty of Silla architecture and art, while
contemplating the possible role of the Songju Ma Daemicke in the temple's
spiritual practices.

: The Eternal Allure of the Songju Ma Daemicke

The Songju Ma Daemicke remains an enduring symbol of ancient Korea's
musical heritage and the enduring power of human curiosity. Whether it will
ever be rediscovered in its entirety remains an open question, but its



enduring legacy ensures that the mystery and wonder surrounding it will
continue to captivate generations to come.

Through archaeological discoveries, historical texts, and artistic inspiration,
the Songju Ma Daemicke invites us on a journey into the past, connecting
us with the vibrant and enigmatic culture of the Silla Kingdom. As we
continue to search for the missing instrument, we may unravel even more
secrets of this ancient civilization, further enriching our understanding of the
rich tapestry of human creativity and cultural heritage.
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