
The Basque Language in the Digital Age:
White Paper Series
The Basque language is a unique and ancient language spoken by over
750,000 people in the Basque Country, a region that straddles the border
between Spain and France. Basque is a pre-Indo-European language,
meaning that it is not related to any other known language in the world. It is
the only surviving member of the Basque language family, and it is
considered to be a language isolate.

The Basque language has a long and rich history, and it has played an
important role in the culture and identity of the Basque people. However,
the Basque language is facing a number of challenges in the digital age,
including a lack of online resources, a decline in the number of speakers,
and the influence of other languages such as Spanish and French.

This white paper series explores these challenges and provides
recommendations for how to ensure the future of the Basque language in
the digital age.
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The Basque language faces a number of challenges in the digital age,
including:

Lack of online resources: There is a lack of online resources in
Basque, including websites, apps, and software. This makes it difficult
for Basque speakers to use the internet for everyday tasks, such as
communication, education, and entertainment.

Decline in the number of speakers: The number of Basque speakers
has been declining in recent years. This is due to a number of factors,
including the influence of other languages such as Spanish and
French, and the lack of opportunities to use Basque in everyday life.

Influence of other languages: Basque is influenced by other
languages such as Spanish and French. This is due to the fact that the
Basque Country is surrounded by these countries, and because many
Basque people speak Spanish and French as well as Basque.

There are a number of things that can be done to ensure the future of the
Basque language in the digital age, including:

Create more online resources: Basque-language websites, apps,
and software should be created to make it easier for Basque speakers
to use the internet for everyday tasks.

Promote Basque language education: Basque-language education
should be promoted to increase the number of Basque speakers. This
can be done through schools, universities, and community
organizations.

Support Basque-language media: Basque-language media, such as
newspapers, magazines, and television shows, should be supported to



provide Basque speakers with access to information and
entertainment in their own language.

Encourage the use of Basque in everyday life: Basque speakers
should be encouraged to use Basque in everyday life, both at home
and in the community. This can be done by speaking Basque to
children, using Basque-language products and services, and attending
Basque-language events.

The Basque language is a unique and ancient language that is facing a
number of challenges in the digital age. However, there are a number of
things that can be done to ensure the future of the Basque language. By
creating more online resources, promoting Basque language education,
supporting Basque-language media, and encouraging the use of Basque in
everyday life, we can help to ensure that the Basque language continues to
thrive in the digital age.
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