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Brenda Shaughnessy's latest collection of poetry, So Much Synth, is a tour
de force that explores the complexities of love, loss, motherhood, and the
female experience. With its lyrical language and fearless exploration of
emotions, the collection has been praised for its originality and depth.

Linguistic Innovation

One of the most striking features of So Much Synth is Shaughnessy's
innovative use of language. She experiments with syntax, punctuation, and
rhythm to create poems that are both visually appealing and aurally
pleasing.

For example, in the poem "Synth Breakdown," Shaughnessy uses
enjambment and line breaks to create a sense of urgency and
fragmentation:
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“I am trying to say
I am trying to say
I am trying
to say I am
trying to say
I am trying”

The repetition and broken rhythm of these lines convey the speaker's
sense of frustration and isolation.

Feminist Undertones

So Much Synth is also a deeply feminist collection. Shaughnessy's poems
explore the challenges and joys of being a woman in the 21st century. She
writes about the pressures of beauty, the realities of motherhood, and the
complexities of female desire.

In the poem "The Mother," Shaughnessy captures the ambivalence of
motherhood with both tenderness and honesty:

“I love you, I love you
more than anything
in the world
but sometimes
I hate you”

Shaughnessy's poems give voice to the experiences of women that are
often marginalized or ignored.



The Complexities of Contemporary Life

So Much Synth is also a reflection on the challenges and anxieties of
contemporary life. Shaughnessy's poems explore the ways in which
technology, social media, and the constant bombardment of information
shape our lives.

In the poem "The Internet," Shaughnessy writes about the loneliness and
isolation that can come with spending too much time online:

“I am alone
in my room
with my computer
and I am so
lonely”

Shaughnessy's poems capture the complexities of living in a world that is
both hyperconnected and profoundly alienating.

So Much Synth is a powerful and moving collection of poetry that explores
the complexities of love, loss, motherhood, and the female experience.
With its lyrical language, feminist undertones, and unflinching exploration of
contemporary life, the collection is a must-read for anyone interested in
contemporary poetry.
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