Legendary Locals of Pelham: Max Whittle, the
Man Who Built Pelham
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Pelham, Ontario, is a thriving town with a rich history dating back to the
early 1800s. One of the most influential figures in Pelham's history is Max
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Whittle, the town's founder. Whittle was a visionary leader who played a
pivotal role in shaping Pelham into the community it is today.
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Early Life and Career

Max Whittle was born in England in 1813. He immigrated to Canada in
1832 and settled in the Niagara region. Whittle quickly became involved in
the local community, serving as a justice of the peace and a member of the
local council.

In 1854, Whittle purchased a large tract of land in the area that would

become Pelham. He envisioned a new town that would be a center of

commerce and industry. Whittle named the town after his hometown in
England.

Founding Pelham

Whittle's vision for Pelham quickly became a reality. He donated land for a
school, a church, and a town hall. He also attracted new businesses to the
area, including a flour mill, a tannery, and a foundry.
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Pelham grew rapidly under Whittle's leadership. In 1864, it was
incorporated as a village. By 1874, it had become a town. Whittle served as
Pelham's first mayor and held the position for many years.

Legacy

Max Whittle died in 1891. He left behind a legacy of leadership and
community service that continues to inspire Pelham residents today.
Whittle's vision for Pelham has been realized, and the town has become a
thriving community with a strong sense of history and pride.

In recognition of his contributions to Pelham, Whittle has been honored in
many ways. A street in Pelham is named after him, and a park has been
dedicated in his memory. The Max Whittle Community Centre is a popular
gathering place for residents of all ages.

Max Whittle was a visionary leader who played a pivotal role in the
founding and development of Pelham, Ontario. His legacy of leadership
and community service continues to inspire Pelham residents today.
Whittle's vision for Pelham has been realized, and the town has become a
thriving community with a strong sense of history and pride.
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