
John Locke: The Philosopher of American
Liberty
John Locke was a 17th-century English philosopher whose ideas had a
profound influence on the development of American political thought. His
writings on natural rights, limited government, and the social contract were
instrumental in shaping the American Declaration of Independence and the
U.S. Constitution.
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Natural Rights

Locke believed that all humans are born with certain natural rights,
including the right to life, liberty, and property. These rights are inherent and
inalienable, meaning that they cannot be taken away by any government or
authority.

Locke's theory of natural rights was based on the idea that all humans are
created equal. He argued that no one person is inherently superior to

FREE

https://annotation.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjU4MHM1dXpVMnhDT212YWRHQmpxT0FXYVZ2MGlaSmdGa0g0NW9MdmpBU0RSRThNMjUyS0Q5WmVZREFhZ2I5OHhPMEtiN3ZBNEk2bDF1VVJuWEErY21aVkQ0anZxYmNNUnUxODNQUFgrdEhNRGhWY01nS3FpVkJxbnlKaDhpTWgyNjVMMFJBUE1OcTNyejd5YXFxb3Z1UnMzcUo2U3VJT2xYNUJYZ0NtZW9Kcz0iLCJpdiI6ImRiM2QxZDhjZjA2ZTc1Zjc0ZTk5MmFiZDU2ODAwNTEwIiwicyI6IjQwNmU1ZjUwYjE2MzdmYzgifQ%3D%3D
https://annotation.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlZJZlBLVnowdFVodGg4Q3l0Ujd1VzZ5QjhsbVlUNlwvK05scVZldDVRcHlNZE1RTEx2SWpSYmhLcHhnQnl2T0VMclVsMkwzdWFlRDl1VjBpN0xLMlpcL3dDRXJZYWdTa084azhLVXBnSmxCVEs2WDlaXC9hY1VDOXhMXC9OQkJaT29ESjV3YXlYbXJhN0txdkdPd0E5YzBHak16c0hJc2xtN3dBQ1VzTjMwZEdMbkU9IiwiaXYiOiJmMTY0MmFmYjdjZWEwNmQ5OTY3MWJjN2VhZjM5NThlMiIsInMiOiJiOWY1ODYyODAyOGZiNzBhIn0%3D
https://annotation.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkVEams0TmVwKzE1NVcwRERFRWVFT2I1UXdzQ3ZUZmFxRWd2Sm5tNTlkOERYQnpwQXFGMjY5dTRScDZJZEJzY2xVc3JuUXFPUGsxZGplOE1SY2JrVCtPS1NMZTc4Z3UzaEliUDdxWFp3RUw4M1BZdzczdnUyQkZoTXRuQk5KYWpyN25hNHIyRDVkNURmTzN2dkQybTJsMFJFUnhqaTVaY1drSTdwY3N3SWhzbz0iLCJpdiI6ImVkMmI4MDA3OThkMTE0MmQ3OWJhYWMzMzQ0ODBhZDMwIiwicyI6IjhiNzY1NWJhMjIxNWE2ZGUifQ%3D%3D


another, and that therefore no one person has the right to rule over another.

Limited Government

Locke believed that the role of government is to protect the natural rights of
its citizens. He argued that governments should be limited in their powers,
and that they should only be able to do those things that are necessary to
protect the rights of their citizens.

Locke's theory of limited government was based on the idea that
governments are created by the consent of the governed. He argued that
governments only have the power that the people give them, and that the
people have the right to withdraw their consent if the government oversteps
its bounds.

Social Contract

Locke believed that the best way to create a limited government is through
a social contract. A social contract is an agreement between the
government and the people, in which the people agree to give the
government certain powers in exchange for the government's protection of
their rights.

Locke's theory of the social contract was based on the idea that
governments are only legitimate if they are based on the consent of the
governed. He argued that governments that are not based on the consent
of the governed are illegitimate and have no right to rule.

Influence on American Political Thought

Locke's ideas on natural rights, limited government, and the social contract
had a profound influence on the development of American political thought.



His writings were instrumental in shaping the American Declaration of
Independence and the U.S. Constitution.

The Declaration of Independence states that "all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." This language
is clearly based on Locke's theory of natural rights.

The U.S. Constitution establishes a system of limited government, in which
the powers of the government are divided among the three branches of
government. This system is based on Locke's theory of limited government.

Locke's ideas have also had a profound influence on American political
thought beyond the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.
His writings have been used to justify everything from the American
Revolution to the civil rights movement.

John Locke was one of the most influential philosophers in the
development of American political thought. His ideas on natural rights,
limited government, and the social contract have shaped the American
political system and continue to influence American political thought today.
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