
Gestalt Counselling In A Nutshell
Gestalt counselling is a holistic and experiential form of psychotherapy that
emphasizes the importance of the present moment, self-awareness, and
personal responsibility. It is based on the Gestalt psychology theory, which
posits that individuals are not merely the sum of their thoughts, feelings,
and behaviors, but rather are complex and integrated beings. Gestalt
counsellors aim to help clients achieve self-awareness, integration, and
ultimately, personal growth.

The Principles of Gestalt Counselling

1. The Here and Now
Gestalt counselling focuses on the present moment. Counsellors
encourage clients to pay attention to their thoughts, feelings, and bodily
sensations as they arise in the present moment. This emphasis on the here
and now allows clients to become more aware of their patterns of behavior
and how they are impacting their lives.

2. Self-Awareness
Gestalt counselling places great importance on self-awareness.
Counsellors help clients to identify and understand their thoughts, feelings,
and bodily sensations. This process of self-discovery allows clients to gain
insight into their own motivations and behaviors, and to take responsibility
for their choices.
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3. Personal Responsibility
Gestalt counsellors believe that individuals are responsible for their own
thoughts, feelings, and actions. They encourage clients to take ownership
of their lives and to make choices that are in line with their values and
goals.

4. The Importance of Relationships
Gestalt counselling recognizes the importance of relationships in personal
growth. Counsellors help clients to explore their relationships with
themselves, others, and the world around them. This exploration can lead
to greater self-understanding and improved communication skills.

5. The Creative Process
Gestalt counselling views the creative process as a way of accessing
deeper levels of self-awareness and personal growth. Counsellors may use
creative techniques, such as art, music, or movement, to help clients
express their emotions and explore their inner world.

The Practice of Gestalt Counselling
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Gestalt counselling is a collaborative process between the counsellor and
client. Counsellors create a safe and supportive environment in which
clients can explore their thoughts, feelings, and behaviors. Counsellors use
a variety of techniques to help clients gain self-awareness and personal
growth, including:

1. Dialogue
Dialogue is a key part of Gestalt counselling. Counsellors encourage clients
to talk openly and honestly about their thoughts, feelings, and experiences.
Through dialogue, clients can gain insight into their own motivations and
behaviors, and develop new ways of coping with life's challenges.

2. Role-Playing
Role-playing is a technique that counsellors may use to help clients explore
their relationships with others. In role-playing, clients take on the roles of
different people in their lives and explore how they interact with each other.
This technique can help clients to gain insight into their own communication
patterns and relationship dynamics.

3. Dream Work
Dream work is a technique that counsellors may use to help clients access
their subconscious mind. In dream work, clients share their dreams with the
counsellor and explore their symbolism and meaning. This technique can
help clients to gain insight into their inner conflicts and unresolved issues.

4. Body Work
Body work is a technique that counsellors may use to help clients connect
with their bodies and emotions. In body work, clients may explore their
physical sensations, such as tension, relaxation, or pain. This technique



can help clients to become more aware of their bodies and to develop a
more positive body image.

The Benefits of Gestalt Counselling

Gestalt counselling has been shown to be effective in treating a wide range
of issues, including:

Anxiety

Depression

Relationships

Trauma

Self-esteem

Life transitions

Gestalt counselling can also help clients to develop greater self-awareness,
creativity, and personal responsibility.

Gestalt counselling is a powerful and transformative form of psychotherapy.
By focusing on the present moment, self-awareness, and personal
responsibility, Gestalt counsellors help clients to gain insight into their own
thoughts, feelings, and behaviors. This process of self-discovery can lead
to personal growth, improved relationships, and a more fulfilling life.

Further Reading

The Gestalt Therapy Book by Fritz Perls, Ralph Hefferline, and Paul
Goodman

https://www.amazon.com/Gestalt-Therapy-Book-Perls-Fritz/dp/091122707X


Gestalt Counselling in Action by Peter Philippson

The Gestalt Approach to Psychotherapy by Erving Polster and Miriam
Polster
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