
Common Grace Poems: A Glimpse into the
Extraordinary in the Ordinary
Common grace, a theological concept often attributed to the Dutch
theologian Jacobus Arminius, refers to the unmerited favor and blessings
that God bestows upon both believers and non-believers alike. These
blessings, such as the beauty of nature, the gift of life, and the capacity for
love, serve as a witness to God's goodness and provide a glimpse of the
divine in the everyday. Common grace poems explore this concept,
uncovering the sacred within the mundane and celebrating the
extraordinary in the ordinary.

The Poetics of Common Grace

Common grace poems often employ simple, unassuming language to
capture the profound beauty and significance of everyday experiences.
They celebrate the seemingly ordinary moments that, upon closer
examination, reveal a hidden depth and richness. By ng so, these poems
invite readers to see the world with fresh eyes, to appreciate the wonder
that often goes unnoticed amidst the hustle and bustle of daily life.
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In her poem "Common Grace," Mary Oliver extols the virtues of the natural
world, finding solace and inspiration in the simplest of creatures. She
writes, "The spider, the wren / with its clear throat, and the ant's / business
in the grass: / these are my teachers." By elevating these humble creatures
to the status of teachers, Oliver suggests that they have something
profound to offer us if we only take the time to listen.
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Another common feature of common grace poems is their emphasis on
gratitude. These poems express a deep appreciation for the everyday
blessings that often go unacknowledged. By giving thanks for the simple
joys of life, poets remind us to count our blessings and to cultivate a sense
of contentment in the present moment.

Examples of Common Grace Poems

"Common Grace" by Mary Oliver

In the soft pop of a match, the slow, chinking descent of rain on a roof

"Everything Is Grace" by Jane Kenyon

Everything is grace. The breath we take, the food we eat, the sound of r

The Impact of Common Grace Poems

Common grace poems play a vital role in our spiritual and emotional well-
being. They offer a sanctuary amidst the chaos of modern life, a place
where we can find solace, inspiration, and a renewed sense of gratitude.
By helping us to appreciate the beauty and significance of the everyday,
these poems encourage us to live more fully and to embrace the divine that
is present in all of creation.

Moreover, common grace poems can serve as a bridge between people of
different faiths and backgrounds. They remind us that we are all connected
to something greater than ourselves, and that we share a common
experience of the human journey. In a world often divided by conflict and
mistrust, these poems offer a glimpse of unity and hope.



Common grace poems are a testament to the power of the everyday. They
celebrate the sacred within the mundane and invite us to experience the
extraordinary in the ordinary. By embracing the common grace that
surrounds us, we can cultivate a deeper sense of gratitude, appreciation,
and connection with the world and all its inhabitants.

May these poems continue to inspire and uplift us, reminding us of the
beauty that is present in every moment and the divine that dwells within us
all.
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