
British Investigation Into the Loss of the
Titanic: A Detailed Examination of the Court of
Inquiry's Findings
The sinking of the RMS Titanic in 1912 marked a pivotal moment in
maritime history. The loss of over 1,500 lives sent shockwaves around the
world, prompting both public outcry and a thorough investigation into the
circumstances surrounding the tragedy.
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The British government appointed a Court of Inquiry to examine the
disaster and make recommendations for improving maritime safety. The
inquiry, led by Lord Mersey, conducted extensive hearings over several
months, hearing from numerous witnesses and gathering a wealth of
evidence.

Structure and Procedures of the Court of Inquiry
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The Court of Inquiry was established by the British Board of Trade and
consisted of five members: Lord Mersey (President),Sir John Bigham
(Nautical Advisor),Sir Archibald Denny (Shipbuilding Expert),Lord
Sanderson (Marine Engineer Expert),and Sir John Brunner (Shipping
Merchant and Politician).

The inquiry held 36 public hearings over the course of four months, from
June to October 1912. During these hearings, the court heard testimony
from over 160 witnesses, including survivors, crew members, shipbuilders,
and experts from various fields.

Key Findings of the Inquiry

The Court of Inquiry's findings were comprehensive and far-reaching. In its
report, the court identified numerous factors that contributed to the Titanic's
sinking, including:

1. Inadequate Number of Lifeboats

The Titanic carried 20 lifeboats with a total capacity of 1,178 people, which
was insufficient to accommodate all passengers and crew. The court found
that the 1912 Safety of Life at Sea Convention, which required ships to
carry lifeboats for all passengers and crew, was not in effect at the time of
the sinking.

2. Poor Evacuation Procedures

The court found that the evacuation procedures on the Titanic were chaotic
and inadequate. Many passengers and crew were unaware of the
emergency drills, and there was a lack of clear instructions on how to board
and launch the lifeboats.



3. Structural Failures

The court determined that the Titanic's hull was breached by six icebergs,
causing the ship to sink. The court found that the hull was not strong
enough to withstand the force of the impact, and that the watertight
compartments were not watertight as intended.

4. Captain's Negligence

The court found that Captain Edward Smith was negligent in several ways.
He failed to reduce speed despite receiving several ice warnings, and he
ordered the ship to proceed directly into the path of the iceberg.

Impact of the Inquiry on Maritime Safety

The British Inquiry into the Loss of the Titanic had a profound impact on
maritime safety around the world. The International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) was adopted in response to the disaster and
introduced new regulations, including:

Requiring ships to carry enough lifeboats for all passengers and crew.

Establishing clear evacuation procedures and training requirements.

Improving ship design and construction to enhance safety.

Requiring ships to conduct regular drills and inspections.

The SOLAS regulations have been updated and revised over the years, but
the principles established in the wake of the Titanic disaster remain the
foundation of maritime safety today.

s



The British Investigation into the Loss of the Titanic was a comprehensive
and thorough examination of one of the most tragic maritime disasters in
history. The inquiry's findings identified numerous factors that contributed to
the sinking, including inadequate lifeboats, poor evacuation procedures,
structural failures, and captain's negligence.

The inquiry's recommendations led to the adoption of new maritime safety
regulations, which have saved countless lives in the years since the Titanic
disaster. The legacy of the inquiry continues to shape the way that ships
are designed, built, and operated today.

Additional Resources

Titanic Inquiry Project

National Archives: Titanic

History.com: Titanic Disaster
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