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Title 15 of the United States Code (USC) is a comprehensive body of law
that governs commerce and trade within the United States. It encompasses
a wide range of provisions, from antitrust laws to consumer protection
regulations to international trade policies. By understanding the content of
Title 15, businesses and individuals can navigate the complex legal
landscape surrounding commercial activities and ensure compliance with
federal regulations.

Antitrust Laws

One of the most significant sections of Title 15 is Chapter 1, which contains
the Sherman Act, the Clayton Act, and other antitrust laws. These laws are
designed to promote competition and prevent monopolies by prohibiting
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anti-competitive practices such as price fixing, bid rigging, and exclusive
dealing arrangements.

The Sherman Act, enacted in 1890, is the cornerstone of antitrust law in the
United States. It prohibits any contract, combination, or conspiracy in
restraint of trade or commerce. The Clayton Act, enacted in 1914,
supplements the Sherman Act by prohibiting specific anti-competitive
practices, such as price discrimination, tying arrangements, and
interlocking directorates.

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) is the primary agency responsible
for enforcing antitrust laws. The FTC has the authority to investigate anti-
competitive practices, issue cease-and-desist orders, and seek civil
penalties.

Consumer Protection

Title 15 also contains a number of provisions designed to protect
consumers from unfair and deceptive business practices. These provisions
include the Fair Packaging and Labeling Act, the Magnuson-Moss Warranty
Act, and the Consumer Product Safety Act.

The Fair Packaging and Labeling Act, enacted in 1966, requires that
consumer products be labeled with accurate information about their
contents, weight, and other important details. The Magnuson-Moss
Warranty Act, enacted in 1975, establishes minimum standards for
warranties on consumer products. The Consumer Product Safety Act,
enacted in 1972, gives the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
the authority to regulate the safety of consumer products.



The CPSC is an independent federal agency responsible for protecting the
public from unreasonable risks of injury or death associated with consumer
products. The CPSC has the authority to issue safety standards, conduct
investigations, and recall unsafe products.

International Trade

Title 15 also includes provisions related to international trade. These
provisions include the Export Administration Act, the Trade Expansion Act,
and the Generalized System of Preferences.

The Export Administration Act, enacted in 1979, gives the President the
authority to control the export of goods and technology for national security
and foreign policy reasons. The Trade Expansion Act, enacted in 1962,
provides the legal framework for the United States to negotiate and
implement trade agreements with other countries. The Generalized System
of Preferences, enacted in 1976, provides preferential tariff treatment to
certain products imported from developing countries.

The United States Trade Representative (USTR) is the primary agency
responsible for coordinating and implementing international trade policy.
The USTR is responsible for negotiating trade agreements, enforcing trade
laws, and representing the United States in international trade fora.

Title 15 of the USC is a vast and complex body of law that governs
commerce and trade within the United States. It encompasses a wide
range of provisions, from antitrust laws to consumer protection regulations
to international trade policies. By understanding the content of Title 15,
businesses and individuals can navigate the complex legal landscape



surrounding commercial activities and ensure compliance with federal
regulations.
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